














** IMPORTANT NOTICE** 
 

All checks/money orders must be payable to the Mississippi State Department of Health on the “Pay 
to the Order of” line.  Those that are incorrect will be returned to the originator.  If your 
check/money order is returned, this may delay the issuance of your license.  There is a $50 charge on 
all checks returned for insufficient funds. 
 

Points to remember: 
 

All checks/money orders must be made payable to the Mississippi State Department of Health 
only.  Do not include child care licensure on the “Pay to the order of” line. 
 
A. Checks/money orders must be dated. 
 
B. Checks/money orders must NOT be post dated. 
 
C. Checks/money orders must be signed. 
 
D. The numerical amount of the check must match the written amount. 

 
E. A brief description should be noted on the “FOR” line explaining the reason for the check 

being written, e.g., license application packet, etc. 
 

F. Do not use eraser or liquid paper. 
 

G. If a mistake is made while completing the check/money order, do not attempt to correct it by 
writing over the numbers or words. 

 
NOTE: Checks returned for insufficient funds may result in a delay in 

issuing your license.  If your license has already been issued, a 
bad check may result in your license being suspended or 
revoked. 

 
 There is a $50 charge for all checks returned for insufficient funds. 



 

ALERTALERTALERTALERT   IMPORTANT INFORMATION   ALERTALERTALERTALERT    
 

Because of new FEDERAL REGULATIONS, drop side baby 
cribs will no longer be allowed in licensed child care 
facilities after December 28, 2012. 
 
If you are opening a new facility and plan to take care of infants 
and toddlers, all baby cribs in your facility must meet the new 
FEDERAL REGULATIONS, i.e., use of DROP SIDE cribs 
will no longer be allowed in child care facilities. 
 
All full size cribs must meet Federal Regulation 16 CFR 1219.  
All non-full size cribs must meet Federal Regulation 16 CFR 
1220.  When purchasing cribs make sure you get documentation 
verifying that the cribs you are buying meet one of these new 
federal regulations.  You will need to keep this documentation 
in your facility records. 
 
The MSDH Child Care Licensure Division recommends that 
when buying cribs that you purchase “commercial grade” cribs.  
 
If you currently have drop side baby cribs in your facility you 

will have to replace them before December 28, 2012. 
 
Please contact this office at 601-364-2827 before you purchase 
any baby cribs. 
 

ALERTALERTALERTALERT   IMPORTANT INFORMATION   ALERTALERTALERTALERT 



Child Care Providers
Your Guide to New Crib Standards

Beginning December 28, 2012, any crib provided by child care facilities and family child care homes must 
meet new and improved federal safety standards. The new standards take effect for manufacturers, retailers, 
importers and distributors on June 28, 2011, addressing deadly hazards previously seen with traditional 
drop-side rails, requiring more durable hardware and parts and mandating more rigorous testing.

What you should know…
• This is more than a drop side issue. Immobilizing your   
  current crib will not make it compliant.

• You cannot determine compliance by looking at the product.

• The new standards apply to all full-size and non full-size 
  cribs including wood, metal and stackable cribs.

• If you purchase a crib prior to the June 28, 2011 effective  
  date and you are unsure it meets the new federal standard, 
  CPSC recommends that you verify the crib meets the 
  standard by asking for proof.
    
    o Ask the manufacturer, retailer, importer or distributor to 
       show a Certificate of Compliance. The document must:       
       - Describe the product
       - Give name, full mailing address and telephone number  
         for importer or domestic manufacturer
       - Identify the rule for which it complies 
         (16 CFR 1219 or 1220)
       - Give name, full mailing address, email address and 
         telephone number for the records keeper and location 
         of testing lab
       - Give date and location of manufacture and testing    
    o The crib must also have a label attached with the 
       date of manufacture

What you should do…
• All child care facilities, family child care homes, and 
  places of public accommodation:
    
    o Must prepare to replace their current cribs with new, 
       compliant cribs before December 28, 2012.
    o Should not resell, donate or give away a crib that does 
       not meet the new crib standards.

• Dispose of older, noncompliant cribs in a manner that 
  the cribs cannot be reassembled and used.

• Noncompliant cribs should not be resold through 
  online auction sites or donated to local thrift 
  stores. CPSC recommends disassembling 
  the crib before discarding it.
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